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2025

Scientific 

Impact 

of the

Molecular 

Therapy Family

• Managed 5000 submissions

• Published nearly 1000 articles

• Published about 250 Front Matter pieces 
(editorials, commentaries, opinions, Beyond 
Molecular Therapy, In the Spotlight)

• Published 24 regular issues across the family, 
abstract issues, special issues and collections

• Team of nearly 150 editors who managed the peer 
review process across the journal family

• Published monthly podcasts

• Hosted webinars, with nearly 750 registered for 
our most recent one

• Published a Molecular Therapy Newsletter 
monthly



Publishes important peer-reviewed research 

and cutting-edge reviews and commentaries promoting 

genetics, medicine, and biotechnology.

View homepage

Editor-in-Chief

Joseph C. Glorioso, PhD

Impact Factor

12.0
CiteScore

20.1
Time to first decision

8 days
Article influence score

3.736
5-year Impact Factor

12.4
JIF Rank

5/191 Genetics and Heredity 

category (Journal Citation 

Report)



Scope of Molecular Therapy

Molecular Therapy is the leading journal for research in 

the areas of gene transfer, vector development and 

design, stem cell manipulation, development of gene-, 

peptide-, protein-, oligonucleotide-, and cell-based 

therapeutics to correct genetic and acquired diseases, 

vaccine development, pre-clinical target validation, 

safety/efficacy studies, and clinical trials. Molecular 

Therapy is dedicated to promoting the sciences in 

genetics, medicine, and biotechnology. Publishing 

important peer-reviewed research and cutting-edge 

reviews and commentaries, the journal continues to 

attract the best material in the field.

Biomarker and therapeutic target identification

Cell therapy

Clinical gene and cell therapies

Epigenome editing

Genome editing

Immunotherapy

Molecular diagnostics and imaging

Non-viral gene therapy

RNA therapies

Small molecule and protein therapies

Vaccine development

Viral gene therapy

Subsections
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Beverly Davidson, 
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Jamie Spangler, PhD
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Anna K. Blakney, PhD
RNA therapies

Heather Gray-
Edwards, DVM, PhD
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and imaging

Thomas Ritter, PhD
Cell therapy

Xun Sun, PhD
Non-viral gene 

therapy

Lizi Wu, PhD
Biomarker and 

therapeutic target 
identification

John C. Bell, PhD
Front Matter Editor



Publishes top-quality basic, translational, and clinical 

research in the broad fields of nucleic acid-based 

therapeutics to treat and/or correct genetic and acquired 

disease.

View homepage

Editor-in-Chief

Paloma Giangrande, PhD

Impact Factor

6.1
CiteScore

12.9
Time to first decision

14 days
Article influence score

1.591
5-year Impact Factor

6.3
JIF Rank

34/195 in Medicine, Research & 

Experimental category (Journal 

Citation Report)



Molecular Therapy Nucleic Acids

Molecular Therapy Nucleic Acids is an international, 

open-access journal publishing top-quality basic, 

translational, and clinical research in the broad fields 

of nucleic-acid-based therapeutics to treat and/or 

correct genetic and acquired disease. As an official 

journal of the American Society of Gene & Cell 

Therapy, Molecular Therapy Nucleic Acids builds 

upon the success of Molecular Therapy in publishing 

important peer-reviewed research, cutting-edge 

reviews, and commentaries targeted to advances in 

gene- and oligonucleotide-based therapies. 

• Bioinformatics 

• Clinical applications

• Delivery strategies

• Non-coding RNAs

• Nucleic acid immunity

• Oligonucleotides: diagnostics and 
biosensors

• Oligonucleotides: therapies and 
applications

• RNA/DNA editing

Subsections



MTNA Section Editors

Marcin Kortylewski, PhD
Oligonucleotides: Therapies 

and Applications

Maxim Berezovski, PhD 
Oligonucleotides: Diagnostics 

and Biosensors 

Xavier Bofill-De Ros, PhD
Non-coding RNAs

Benjamin Holmes, MEng
Bioinformatics

Carla Lucia Esposito, PhD
Delivery Strategies

Vittorio de Franciscis, PhD
RNA/DNA Editing

Laura Sepp-Lorenzino, PhD
Clinical Applications

Michael Gantier, PhD
Nucleic Acid Immunity



Focuses on the development and testing of cancer 

therapies in pre-clinical and clinical settings in the fields of 

biologic cancer therapies including viral, bacterial, cellular, 

and gene therapy. 

View homepage

Editor-in-Chief

Timothy Cripe, MD, PhD

Impact Factor

5.3
CiteScore

11.1
Time to first decision

19 days
Article influence score

1.280
5-year Impact Factor

5.2
JIF Rank

43/195 Medicine, Research & 

Experimental and 61/326 

Oncology categories (Journal 

Citation Report))



Molecular Therapy 
Oncology

Article Types
• Original Research Article
• Review Article
• Clinical Perspective
• Brief Report
• Meeting Report
• Commentary
• Opinion
• Editorials
• Beyond MTO

Molecular Therapy Oncology is an international, 

online-only, open-access journal focusing on the 

development and testing of cancer therapies in pre-

clinical and clinical settings. While providing a unique 

forum for work in the burgeoning fields of biologic 

cancer therapies including viral, bacterial, cellular, 

and gene therapy, the journal will consider all top-

quality, cutting-edge research that employs 

innovative approaches to cancer treatment. The 

scope also encompasses the identification and 

validation of predictive biomarkers of response. 

Because the journal is focused on cancer therapies, 

most accepted papers will have translational 

relevance.



The MTO 
editorial 
team

Editor-in-Chief Associate Editor-in-Chief

Ajay Goel, PhDTimothy Cripe, MD, PhD

• Prasad Adusumilli, MD FACS

• Michael Bergmann, MD

• Nikola Bowden, PhD

• Kevin A. Cassady, MD

• Maria Castro, PhD

• Kishore Challagundla, PhD

• Nanhai Chen, PhD

• William Cho, PhD

• Neil Forbes, PhD

• Meisam Naeimi Kararoudi, DVM, PhD

• Dean Anthony Lee, MD, PhD

• Emil Lou, MD, PhD

• Ernesto Mejías Pérez, PhD

• Sunila Pradeep, PhD

• Saul Priceman, PhD

• Samuel Rabkin, PhD

• Prajwal Rajappa, MD

• Mustafa Raoof, MD

• Min-Sun Song, PhD

• Hiroyoshi Tanaka, MD, PhD

• Emily Thiesen, PhD

• Georges Vassaux, PhD

• Shaun Xiaoliu Zhang, MD, PhD

Associate Editors



The new title reflects an expanded scope and renewed 

focus on field-defining science, from foundational 

discoveries to translational breakthroughs and early 

clinical advances.

View homepage

Editor-in-Chief

Mohamed Abou-el-Enein, MD, PhD, MSPH

Impact Factor

4.7
CiteScore

8.7
Article influence score

1.595
5-year Impact Factor

5.0

JIF Rank

49/195 Medicine, Research & 

Experimental category (Journal 

Citation Report)

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cell.com%2Fmolecular-therapy-family%2Fmethods%2Faims%3F__hstc%3D130937680.e3bdbe6e6478d936786626f952286eea.1757517820525.1765838069986.1765984012563.37%26__hssc%3D130937680.1.1765984012563%26__hsfp%3D2661784016&data=05%7C02%7Cr.shaw%40cell.com%7Cf4bacd346a2e452dfae008de3e69def7%7C9274ee3f94254109a27f9fb15c10675d%7C0%7C0%7C639016821876907777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vVwee03hjSuw23DFXE9%2FI3UoSZlIskpcMfAMrGkpo0s%3D&reserved=0


Molecular Therapy Advances is a peer-reviewed, 
open-access journal publishing transformative 
research across the full spectrum of gene and cell 
therapy. Formerly published as Molecular Therapy 
Methods & Clinical Development, the journal has 
evolved to reflect its expanded scope and renewed 
focus on field-defining science, from foundational 
discoveries to translational breakthroughs and early 
clinical advances. The journal reflects the 
accelerating pace of molecular medicine, where 
emerging technologies and cross-disciplinary 
approaches are reshaping the therapeutic 
landscape. We publish research that drives this 
momentum, emphasizing advances in gene delivery, 
genome and epigenome editing, engineered 
immune and stem cells, biomanufacturing, and 
both viral and non-viral vector platforms, alongside 
preclinical and clinical studies that move these 
innovations closer to patients. 

Article Types
• Research Articles

• Reviews

• Clinical Perspectives

• Protocols

• Brief Reports

• Case Reports

• Meeting Reports

• In the Spotlight

• Opinions

• Commentaries

• Editorials

Molecular Therapy Advances



The MTA 
editorial 
team

Editor-in-Chief Associate Editor-in-Chief

Daniel Stone, PhDMohamed Abou-el-Enein, MD, PhD

• Peter Chockley, PhD

• Harrison Dulin, PhD

• Magdi Elsallab, PhD

• Matthew Gardner, PhD

• Killian Hanlon, PhD

• Juliette Hordeaux, PhD

• Allison Keeler, PhD

• Mario Mietzsch, PhD

• Maha Nasr, PhD

• Jia Nong, PhD

• Giuseppe Ronzitti, PhD

• Dimitrios Laurin Wagner, MD, PhD

• Xiuyan Wang, PhD

• Adrian Westhaus, PhD

Associate Editors



Publication 
Fees

Molecular Therapy is a hybrid journal and is supported by revenue from 
subscriptions.  Authors have a choice of the following fee structure:

• Page Charges only – Members: $64/page for the first 8 pages, and 
$128 for each additional page; Non-members: $116/page for the 
first 8 pages and $180 for each additional page.

• Open Access (includes page charges and OA) –  $3600 for 
members, $4500 for non-members

  

Molecular Therapy Nucleic Acids
Molecular Therapy Oncology

Molecular Therapy Advances

• Open Access only - $3120 for members, $3900 for non-members

➢ The member discount applies to every paper a member publishes in 
any of our journals every year

➢ The corresponding author or senior author needs to be an active 
ASGCT member at the time of submission.



$100$120 FREE$240

•MEMBER: For researchers, scientists, 
clinicians, and executives in academia 
and/or bio-industry whose work 
primarily focuses on CGT. 

•EARLY CAREER:  For Members who 
have completed their formal training 
within the past two years. 
Membership in this category is limited 
to one year.

•TRAINEE:  For those currently 
enrolled in an undergraduate, 
graduate, postdoctoral fellowship, 
medical residency, or medical 
fellowship program.

•ALLIED:  For individuals who 
support the CGT ecosystem 
professionally but do not qualify for 
full membership. Patient advocates, 
caregivers, nonprofit and foundation 
representatives, and academic 
research assistants qualify for Allied 
Member. Free membership is 
available for patients or the parents 
of individuals living with rare 
diseases. 



Molecular Therapy Media Library

Webinars

Podcasts

Inside Molecular Therapy: ASGCT’s Field Leading Journal Family

Publishing 101

The Basics of Scientific Integrity: Understanding and Identifying Misconduct

Stay Connected

Follow the Molecular Therapy family of journals on social media to see the 

latest articles, events, and updates in your feed.

•LinkedIn

•X

•Bluesky

•Cell Press Alerts – sign up to receive notifications of new published articles

Resources

Email: 
journals@asgct.org

https://www.asgct.org/education-career-resources/media-library/p2?q=&category=35503&format=videos&year=#results
https://www.asgct.org/education-career-resources/media-library?q=&category=35503&format=podcasts&year=#results
https://youtu.be/n1Tcj_dru1A?si=3_1g6z2wsDwvkOsJ
https://www.asgct.org/education-career-resources/media-library/publishing-101
https://www.asgct.org/news-publications/molecular-therapy-family-of-journals
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/molecular-therapy-family-of-journals/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/molecular-therapy-family-of-journals/
https://x.com/MolTherapy
https://x.com/MolTherapy
https://bsky.app/profile/moltherapy.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/moltherapy.bsky.social
https://www.cell.com/
https://www.cell.com/


Before you submit



Best practices for journal selection

EVALUATE THE 
JOURNAL’S 

AUDIENCE AND 
IMPACT

REALISTICALLY 
ASSESS THE 

SIGNIFICANCE 
AND NOVELTY OF 

YOUR WORK

UNDERSTAND 
TIERED 

SUBMISSION 
PROCESSES

DETERMINE 
YOUR ACCESS 
ROUTE: OPEN 

ACCESS VS 
CLOSED ACCESS

DO NOT SUBMIT 
PRE-SUBMISSION 

INQUIRIES



Tips for a smooth 
submission process



Read the Information for Authors

• Check for missing items

• Confirm the article type and 
associated requirements

• Ensure that you meet file type and 
image resolution requirements

• Review ICMJE authorship guidelines 
and ensure that all authors can be 
contacted to confirm authorship

• Read and abide by the Code of Ethics



Standard Editorial Office Checks

• Scope and relevance of the submission 

• Detection of simultaneous or duplicate submissions 

• Title and metadata consistency checks 

• Author verification/background check

• Authorship confirmation and contribution checks

• Plagiarism

• Institutional email address

• Database cross-checking 

• Identification of fabricated or hallucinated references 

• Image analysis and forensic screening 

• Evaluation for characteristics of paper mills and AI-
generated content



Authorship





Important considerations

The role of repositories and preprint servers

Key elements editors look for in a cover letter

Journal formatting requirements

Area of interest

Suggested and opposed reviewers

Ethics approvals

Reporting protocols

Statistical analysis



In Molecular Therapy and MTNA, you will be required 
to choose the subsection that best fits your paper

In MTNA, 
you will 
have the 
option to 
request an 
Associate 
Editor



Additional Information 
you will need during the 

submission process

• Co-author contact information – make sure you enter 
everyone who is listed on your paper and make sure 
their contact information is correct.  This is the 
information we use for authorship confirmation.

• Copy your abstract into the Abstract menu item (make 
sure it is the same as the one included in your paper)

• 4-6 keywords

• Funding sources

• Suggest three experts who are qualified to review your 
paper that do not have conflicts of interest 
(collaborators, colleagues within your institution, etc.)​



Use of AI-Assisted 
Technologies in Scientific 
Writing
• AI tools may be used only to improve readability and language. 

• Authors must review and edit all AI-generated content with human 
oversight as AI-generated content may be incorrect, incomplete, or 
biased. 

• AI tools cannot be listed or cited as authors or co-authors. 

• Authors remain fully responsible and accountable for the content 
of the work. 

• Authors must include a disclosure in the Manuscript if they used 
generative AI or AI-assisted technologies.

• To support transparency, editors may request supporting 
materials, including: (1) the original version of the manuscript prior 
to AI use; and (2) a version highlighting all revisions made following 
AI assistance.



The review process



What 
happens to 
your paper 
after it’s 
submitted?



Average timeline

Evaluation:  3-9 days

• EIC or SE 
evaluation

• AE assignment

• Desk reject or send 
out for review

First Decision: 3-6 
weeks

• Original 
submission;            
4-6 weeks

• Revised 
submissions:         
2-4 weeks

Author Revision Time:  
1-3 months

• Major revision:      
3 months

• Minor revision:      
1 Month

Submission to 
Acceptance:  4-6 
months

• Acceptance to 
online publication: 
2-3 days

• Acceptance to 
version of record: 3 
weeks



Understanding transfers 
within the Molecular 

Therapy family

Opt-in system

• Facilitates seamless transfers between 
journals

Transfer based on alignment of the 
topic with the journal audience

• General vs highly specialized

• Most common transfer path is MT to 
sibling journals

Benefits

• Increased chances of acceptance at the 
receiving journal

o 94% of post-review transfers accepted at 
MTA

o 53% of pre-review transfers accepted at 
MTA



Revision Process



Receiving feedback

• Evaluating reviewer/editor feedback

• Picking your battles

• Organizing  response to reviewers

• Bouncing back after rejection



Tips and advice

• Ask the editor for clarification if a reviewer 
request/comment is unclear

• Stating lack of access to additional samples, 
technology and reagents is a valid response

• Not all reviewer requests are reasonable

• Thoroughly address all reviewer 
comments/requests, even if you disagree

• Perform requested experiments if possible

• Avoid overusing “beyond the scope of the 
study”

• Be polite in your responses



The following items are 
required for REVISED 
submissions

Response to reviewers – respond point-by-point to each 
comment from the reviewers and editors in a separate document. 
Include the comment, followed by your response in a different 
color. The cover letter should briefly summarize how the revised 
manuscript addresses these comments.

Highlighted manuscript – include a highlighted version of your 
manuscript showing the changes that have been made in the 
revised version of the manuscript. 

Clean manuscript – A "clean" (non-highlighted) version of your 
REVISED paper.  





Paper accepted



Congratulations!  
Your paper has 
been pre-
accepted!
What’s next?

• Follow the instructions in your pre-accept letter for submitting 
your final files.  Use the Final Files Checklist to make sure you 
have met all requirements.

• Significant changes to the text or figures are not allowed 
following final acceptance and requests to do so will result in 
our rescinding the offer to publish the paper.

• Make any final changes requested by the Editor or Editorial 
Office and submit your final files.

• You will receive the final acceptance notice and your paper 
will be transmitted to production.

• Watch your email – you will receive correspondence from the 
publisher about the next steps.

• If you wish to set an embargo for your paper, arrange this 
BEFORE you submit your final files.



The 
production 
process

➢ The accepted version of your paper will go online within 2-5 business days

➢ Copyediting and proofs

Your article will be copyedited to adhere to journal style and grammar. Once 
copyediting and typesetting have been completed, you will receive an email 
from Cell Press with a link to the proofs of your article. All queries must be 
addressed, and corrections must be submitted before your article can proceed 
with the publication process. You will typically receive your proofs within 2-3 
weeks.

➢ Corrections

When you receive the proof of your corrected article, you will have 24 hours to 
make vital changes. At this stage, only minor grammatical changes are allowed, 
and any other changes will be subject to review and may delay publication. This 
will be the last opportunity to make any changes to your article before 
publication. Once your corrections have been typeset, your article will be 
posted online. This process typically takes 5-7 business days from the time your 
corrections are received.

➢ Figures

Please be aware that we may resize figures during the production process.



After you publish



Post-publication tips 

• Promote your paper on social media

• Utilize institutional press office

• Distribute materials and protocols upon 

reasonable request

• PubMed - Papers are indexed 

in PubMed Central about 3 weeks after final 

online publication



Thank you for attending 
Publishing 101

Additional Questions? 
contact us at journals@asgct.org
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