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Do we keep asking the wrong questions?Why do we keep asking the wrong questions?



‘Why do we need germ 

line genome editing?’



‘What might we do with 

germ line genome 

editing?’



‘What may we do – and 

what should we not do –

with germ line genome 

editing?’

“…it would be idle to pretend that there is 

not a wide diversity in moral feelings, 

whether these arise from religious, 

philosophical or humanist beliefs. What is 

common (and this too we have discovered 

from the evidence) is that people generally 

want some principles or other to govern the 

development and use of the new techniques. 

There must be some barriers that are not to 

be crossed, some limits fixed, beyond which 

people must not be allowed to go. Nor is 

such a wish for containment a mere whim or 

fancy. The very existence of morality 

depends on it.” —Warnock Report (1984)





genome editing : regulatory approaches in the UK“The HFEA’s belief that, presented with all the 

available material, accompanied by thorough 

explanations and with ample opportunity for 

dialogue, consensus could be reached one way or the 

other was rewarded.” — Lisa Jardine, ‘Ultimately a decision has to be made’

The case of mitochondrial donation : 

a ‘candlelit path’ for germ line genome editing?
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“Over the period of the consultation, both the expert groups and 

the general public moved from risk-averse anxiety to a clearly-

expressed view that the benefits of mitochondrial replacement 

treatment, in allowing couples to avoid bearing children with 

devastating diseases, outweighed the possible risks and ethical 

misgivings. The views of special interest groups with fixed 

positions about any treatment involving human embryos came 

increasingly to look like outliers. They were not, of course, 

ignored, but were put in perspective by the increasingly steady 

assent of widely differing sectors of the community.”

— Lisa Jardine, ‘Ultimately a decision has to be made’
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Nuffield Council on Bioethics (2018) 

Genome Editing and Human 

Reproduction: 

social and ethical issues

(London: NCOB) 
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Nuffield Council on Bioethics (2018)



Governance as 

ecology :

three venues of 

‘geo-ethics’
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Thank you.

www.nuffieldbioethics.org

@nuffbioethics

nuffieldbioethics.org/blog

pmills@nuffieldbioethics.org


